
either in uniting the residents or 
making some sort of positive 
change to the community consider 
applying for a Neighborhood award 
next year. The Neighborhood 
Outreach Conference not only gives 
neighborhood representatives  the 
opportunity to   learn about the 
valuable programs available for 
communities, but also gives them a 
chance  to be recognized for their 
efforts.   
 
Watch the newspapers and TV for 
up coming H.E.A.T. (Help Eliminate 
Auto Theft)  VIN etching events.  
Our next scheduled event is 
December 16, 2004, 3:00 to 6:00 
PM. This will be held in the Target 
parking lot at 1135 S. Gilbert Road. 
Let us give you one more layer of 
protection against auto theft.  
Further events will be announced 
after the first of the year.   

not given enough notice on the date 
and could not plan a really good 
event on such short notice. So, 
mark October 8th, 2005, on your 
calendars for your G.A.I.N. event! 
We can’t control the weather, 
school or church functions, but the  
second Saturday in October 
appears to have fewest conflicts. 
So, unless we run into a last minute 
problem, you can count on that date 
for your G.A.I.N. event for 2005. 
 
Plan on attending the fall Captain’s 
meeting to be held on December 7, 
2004, at  6:30 p.m. in the 
auditorium at the Mesa Public 
Safety building, 3260 N. 40th St.  
This will be a joint meeting with the 
other  patrol  d ist r icts .  The 
Neighborhood Watch coordinators 
will sponsor the Neighborhood 
Ambassador Academy program to 
be presented by the staff of the 
Arizona State Registrar of 
Contractors office. This program will 
be open to your friends and 
neighbors. However, you will be 
expected to RSVP so that we can 
make sure there will be material 
available to all attendees. Just call 
me at 644-3692. This is a very good 
program and the information you 
are given can save you $$$$$ if 
you are in need of someone to do 
any type of repair or maintenance 
work around your home.  
 
Make sure you mark January 22, 
2005, on your calendar, then call 
your Neighborhood Outreach 
coordinator to reserve your seat at 
their annual conference. This year 
the conference’s theme is “Recipes 
for Success”. If your neighborhood 
had a really successful event or 
community project that you felt was 
an outstanding accomplishment,   
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 Important 
  Telephone  
    Numbers 
 
Terri Teten  ……..……...  644-3692 
   Superstition Neighborhood Watch 

Coordinator 
 
Emergency or Crime in Progress…. 

911 
 
Police Non-Emergency.. ..644-2211 
Community Relations Unit…………. 
……………………………..644-2300 
Community Relations FAX ………... 
………………………….….644-2800 
Fraud Alert Hotline……….644-2345 
Narcotics Hotline ….         644-6272 
Graffiti Hotline….………...644-3083 
Gang Hotline…..………....644-4264 
Silent Witness…….1-800-343-TIPS 

 The G.A.I.N. events are over for 
another year. This year we had 146 
parties that were registered and 
received visits from  our police 
specialty units. Superstition groups 
had everything from potlucks to 
magicians, bands to karaoke, ice 
cream to chili contests.  Again this 
year, I had the privilege to 
accompany McGruff. It always 
amazes me when I see the reaction 
of the children to McGruff’s arrival.  

It seems 
that no 
m a t t e r 
how little 
they are 
they know 
McGruf f ,
the crime 
f i g h t i n g 

dog.  Comments from the 
Neighborhood Watch captains that 
have sent in their attendance 
sheets have been positive and it 
appears that a good time was had 
by all!!  
 
No matter how good an event 
appears, it can always be better 
and G.A.I.N. is no exception. Any 
suggestions that you may have that 
would help improve both our G.A.I.
N. events and the G.A.I. N. Kick-Off 
would be greatly appreciated. Tell 
us what you liked and what you did 
not like, what we did right and what 
you feel we could do better.   
 
We have already addressed one 
issue that was brought up this year.  
A few captains said that they were  



H.E.A.T.  Event   (V.I.N. Etching) 
(Help Eliminate Auto Theft) 

Weather permitting               
 
Where:  TARGET                                                           When:  December 16, 2004   
              1135 S. Gilbert Road                                                  3 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

 
With questions call Holly Hosac    644-2033                        

 
The Law and Motorized Recreational Vehicles 

 
Do you remember when a toy was just a toy? When your child used imagination instead of a remote control 

to play for hours? Technology has not only changed the way we play, but the toys we play with in everything from 
games to transportation.  It is not the size that matters anymore; it is the speed in which it operates.  Motorized 
skateboards have replaced the foot-powered scooter. The “pocket bike” has replaced the BMX.  The problem arises 
when the small, fast toys our children are asking for are not really toys, but miniature versions of vehicles that have 
the potential to put our children’s safety and lives at risk.  

 
The motorized recreational vehicle market has seen numerous changes in the last 25 years. New laws have 

been enacted to assist law enforcement meet public demand for the safety of the rider while attempting to insure the 
rights of the other community residents.  Each community has addressed these vehicles in its own way, including 
Mesa. Here is a thumbnail sketch of each vehicle and the law governing its use: 

 
Non-Motorized: 

Foot Scooter –  Must obey all pedestrian laws. (ARS Title 28-791 to 797) 
Bicycle –  Must obey all traffic laws (ARS Title 28-101.6)  
 

Motorized:  
             Off-Road Recreational Vehicle (ATV) – primarily for off-road use. Must meet all requirements of a motor 
vehicle if it is operated on a public roadway (ARS 28-101.35). 
             Moped – a bicycle that is equipped with a helper motor. Must have pedals and be capable of operating as a 
bicycle. Must be registered and operator must have valid driver’s license if operated on public roadway (ARS 28-
100.28). 
             Motor Driven Cycle (motorcycles and all motor scooters producing no more than five hp, pocket bikes) – Must 
meet the all motorcycle requirements (ARS 28-101.29). 
             Motorized Skateboard – does not require registration or drivers license, but must obey all traffic laws and 
Mesa City Code while on the public highway (ARS28-101.30ii, MCC10-1-18). 
             Motorcycle –  a motor vehicle that has a seat or saddle for the use of the rider and that is designed to travel 
on not more than three wheels in contact with the ground (ARS 28-101.32). 
             Motor Vehicle – is either, a self-propelled vehicle or a vehicle that operates on motor vehicle fuel, excluding a 
motorized wheelchair or a motorized skateboard (ARS 101.30). 
 

Laws governing Arizona recreational vehicles have been enacted with operator safety in mind and additional 
conditions have been added when the operator is a minor, as with the motorized skateboards. But nothing can 
protect the safety of our children as well as knowledge of the rules of safety, obeying the traffic laws and being a 
defensive “rider”. Many times the rider of a recreational vehicle is injured because the size of the vehicle they are 
riding is smaller and harder to see or they get into the “blind spot” of a vehicle next to them.   The rider needs to be 
doubly alert for all changes in traffic flow, especially at corners, lights, driveways, etc. where they will be encountering 
other vehicles going in different directions. One small error on the part of the rider, a rider who is not familiar with the 
traffic laws or the rider who is not watching the other vehicles in the roadway can result in serious consequences. The 
rider needs to remember they have only the protection of a helmet and not the steel enclosure or the air bags 
afforded the driver of a car or truck. If it becomes a contest of who goes first the rider will probably lose every time.  

 
Parents need to stress to their children who ride recreational vehicles that anytime a vehicle, of any type, is in 

the roadway it is not a toy, regardless of size of the vehicle or the age of operator. Operation of a recreational vehicle 
in the roadway is not a game but a serious responsibility.  The consequences of not taking this responsibility seriously 
are too difficult to even imagine. However, just because they are not toys does not mean the rider can’t have fun on 
them. Riding a recreational vehicle can be a lot of fun when done safely, responsibly and within the laws governing its 
use.   



I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our community members for their fantastic support during my 
first six months as your Superstition District Patrol Commander. The past few months have been good in the 
area of “crime fighting” in the district. Felony arrests were up 32% over the past three months and despite getting 
hit hard at the beginning of August in mobile home burglaries, residential burglaries overall were down 9% over 
the past three months.  
 
The Superstition District is currently working on a comprehensive plan to curb residential burglaries including 
neighborhood surveillance and target specific operations.  A major part of this plan includes working with our 
Crime Prevention Unit in educating our community in ways to minimize the potential of being victims. I 
encourage all citizens who would like tips on keeping your home safe to call your Crime Prevention Specialist or 
feel free to contact me a the Superstition District, 480-644-2287. 
 
Once again, thank you for your continued support as we strive to make our partnership stronger and keep our 
community safe.  

Learn how to protect yourself from home repair scams and unscrupulous, 
unlicensed contractors that target Arizona neighborhoods! 

 
Last year Arizona citizens were conned out of more than $22 million of their hard-earned money because 
of home repair scams.   “The elderly are at a much higher risk of being victimized and targeted by 
unscrupulous scam artists claiming to be legitimate , licensed contractors, “ said Registrar of Contractors 
Director, Israel G. Torres. 
 
To address this issue, the ROC has developed the Neighborhood Ambassador Program to educate 
community leaders how to recognize this problem and to be the eyes and ears in their community. 
 
Recently, the ROC received a tip from a community leader about a 94 year-old women.  She has lived in 
the same home for many years and over the past seven years had been targeted repeatedly by eight 
different unscrupulous individuals.  They claimed to have perform small home repairs such as painting, 
roof work and landscaping.  After the ROC received the complaint the investigation determined that repairs 
were never conducted and the roof had not been worked on in over 30 years.  There are two very 
unfortunate points to the story.  The first is that this was not discovered until the transient criminals had 
conned her out of over $47,000.  The second is that she passed away not too long after the investigation 
started and the perpetrators are still at large looking for their next unsuspecting victim.  Those that 
perpetrate this crime target elderly victims in hopes that the onset of stress will be too much to bear.  
 

Protect yourself.  Don’t let this happen to you or someone you know.  
To learn more about the these home repair scams, attend the upcoming 
meeting on Tuesday, December 7, 2004, 6:30 p.m. at the 
Mesa Public Safety Facility, 3260 N. 40th St.  

(RSVP– Terri @ 480-644-3692) 

 
Make sure your contractor has a license to build.   

Not a license to steal. 
 

Arizona Registrar of Contactors 
602-542-1525     www.azroc.gov  

By Commander John Meza 
 

Your  Police Department, dedicated to working with you, fighting  
crime, defending human rights, protecting life and property, to make our 

community save for all 



Mesa  Police Department 
Terri Teten,  CPS 
Crime Prevention Unit 
130 North  Robson Street 
Mesa, AZ  85201-6697 
terri.teten@cityofmesa.org 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
November  
       11 —  veteran’s day, city offices closed 
       25-26 — thanksgiving holiday, city offices closed 
 
December  
        7 — 6:30PM to 8:30PM— Fall Captain’s meeting — Neighborhood Ambassador  Academy, Mesa Public 
             Safety Training Facility,  3260 N. 40th St.  Arizona Registrar of Contractors. Tell your neighbors!  Bring  
             your Friends!! Must RSVP call Terri @644-3692 
      16 —  3PM to 6PM — H.E.A.T. (Help Eliminate Auto Theft) V.I.N. Etching—Target Store,  1135 S. Gilbert Road   
     24 —  Christmas Holiday, City offices closed 
     30 —  news years holiday, city offices closed 
   
January 
       17—  martin luther king, Jr. holiday, city offices closed 
      22 —  7:30am to 1pm — Neighborhood Outreach Conference—Red Mountain Multigenerational  
             Facility, 7340 E. Adobe.  Contact your area Neighborhood Outreach Coordinator for details. 
 
February 
       2  — 5:00pm to 9:30pm — R.A.D. (Rape Aggression Defense– 1st session)    (see location below) 
       5 —  8:00am to 12:30pm — R.A.D. (Rape Aggression Defense –2nd session)  Mesa Senior Center, 260 N.  
           Macdonald.  R.A.D. is a 9 -hour training. The student must attend both 4 1/2 hour sessions. 
           Register through the Mesa Parks — 480-644-4449   or call Terri @ 644-3692 for details. 

Save your holiday-  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Put packages in 
your locked trunk 
while shopping!!!! 


